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From  Lazarus  to  Caesar's  Household. 

How  many  readers  of  the  Gospel  are  stirred  at  heart  by  the  story 
of  Lazarus  at  the  rich  man's  door,  or  by  Paul's  words  in  his  letter  to 
the  Philippians,  "Especially  those  of  Caesar's  household  salute  you?'* 
One  or  the  other  of  the  readers  has  had  the  thought,  "If  I  had  lived  at 
that  period  how  I  would  have  sympathized  with  and  helped  poor  Laz- 
arus, and  rejoiced  at  the  announcement  that  Paul  had  converts  in 
Caesar's  household."  But  why  should  we  dwell  on  the  past,  thinking 
about  what  might  have  been  ;  rather  let  us  be  doing  and  follow  the 
great  leader  of  missions.  Have  we  not  Lazarus  lying  at  our  doors  to- 
day?   Have  we  no  chance  to  enter  Caesar's  household? 

The  East  has  carried  her  Lazaruses  through  the  ages  and  we  have 
to  enter  Caesar's  household  as  it  was  a  thousand  years  ago.  Come  and 
see  my  Lazarus,  or  rather  five  to  seven  at  a  time,  lying  at  my  door. 
"Who  are  those  disgusting  people  at  your  entrance  hall?"  asked  a  lady 
of  me  one  day.  "They  are  my  special  friends;  they  are  lepers" — 
and  the  lady  has  never  set  foot  in  my  house  since.  Yes,  they  are  miser- 
able, destitute  lepers,  who  need  our  sympathy  in  a  double  measure 
because  no  one  wall  have  anything  to  do  with  them. 

But  here  is  a  brighter  scene.  On  our  rounds  we  enter  a  pleasant, 
well-swept  farmyard.  How  the  girls  run  to  meet  the  visitor,  and  hearty 
kisses  are  exchanged  in  Eastern  fashion.  Can  it  be  that  they  are  our 
enemies  in  the  faith?  One  can  hardly  believe  it ;  for  after  we  are  seated 
they  confess  by  questions  that  they  are  interested  in  the  stories  of  the 
Gospel.  Does  our  visit  make  them  really  happy?  I  think  so,  for  they 
press  the  visitor  to  stay  over  night,  and  to  state  a  day  for  a  return. 

Let  us  see  how  the  missionary  is  received  in  the  Harem  of 
a  Pasha's  household.  As  the  visitor  enters,  the  eunuch  shows  her  into 
the  mejlis  ("sitting"  room).  Here  we  find  a  ^loslem  visitor  with  her 
attendants  already  seated  on  the  cushioned  floor,  aw^aiting  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Pasha's  favorite.  We  take  our  seat  opposite  them  and 
repeat  our  salaams  without  receiving  an  answer :  only  a  disdainful 
frown  betrays  that  they  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  Christians.  So 
we  sit  in  silence  until  the  doors  are  thrown  open  and  the  lady  of  the 
house  comes  to  see  her  visitors.    Her  maid  follows  with  her  cigarette 
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box  and  some  of  her  jewels.  Thus  sweeps  in  her  ladyship  and  greets 
each  one  laughingly  and  heartily.  \^ery  soon  she  is  in  animated  con- 
versation with  us,  for  the  others  are  still  frowning  and  sulking.  But 
the  lady,  happy  as  a  child,  talks  about  going  with  her  husband  to  Paris, 
London,  and  Bombay,  that  metropolis  according  to  the  Arab's  ideal. 
After  a  brief  conversation  on  topics  both  social  and  religious  we  made 
our  au  revoir  and  left  behind  us  two  ladies  still  frowning,  and  one  a 
friend. 

Shall  we  dare  to  enter  into  Caesar's  household?  Not  without  first 
sending  greetings  and  a  courteous  request  to  pay  our  respects  to 
Drusilla,  for  she  is  of  the  royal  family  of  Egypt.  The  answer  assures 
me  that  I  will  be  gladly  received  at  the  appointed  hour.  With  great 
expectations  I  sit  in  the  reception  room,  wondering  at  the  photographs 
on  the  table,  photographs  of  European  ladies.  The  whole  reminds  me 
of  a  European  house,  and  no  doubt  a  cultured  lady  is  living  here. 
There  she  comes,  an  English-dressed,  plain-looking  figure,  but  her 
bright  and  kind  eyes  make  me  feel  that  she  is  of  high  rank.  She  greets 
her  visitor  in  such  a  charming  way  that  all  doubts  and  fears  vanish. 
She  speaks  French  and  English  like  her  own  language.  She  has  read 
the  Bible  and  occasionally  quotes  Scripture  texts,  and  from  closer 
observance  it  is  evident  that  Islam  is  not  deeply  rooted  here.  Let  us 
pray  for  our  modern  Drusilla  and  her  family.  No  doubt  the  prayers 
of  the  Philippians  were  one  of  the  causes  of  "Especially  those  of 
Caesar's  household  salute  you." 

Martha  C.  Vogel. 


News  from  Mattrah. 


It  took  some  time  for  the  work  at  Mattrah  to  pick  up,  after  our 
return  from  India,  as  nearly  all  the  poor  people  were  back  in  the  date 
groves,  several  days  journey  away,  picking  dates;  and  the  merchants 
were  too  busy  with  the  date  packing  business  to  come  for  treatment 
unless  they  became  very  ill.  Then,  too,  the  greater  part  of  the  first 
fortnight  was  spent  in  Muscat  treating  Abdul  Messiah  in  his  last  sad 
illness.  After  his  death  Ramadhan,  the  month  of  fasting,  began,  when 
no  one  will  take  medicine  unless  he  is  very  sick,  in  which  case  he  will 
break  his  fast  and  make  up  the  time  when  he  recovers. 

We  are  now  treating  about  one  hundred  patients  a  day,  with  fre- 
quent eye  operations. 

We  performed  a  cataract  operation  on  a  man  who  had  only  the 
one  eye  and  greatly  feared  losing  this  by  the  operation,  but  who  finally, 
against  the  advice  of  one  of  his  friends,  gave  himself  into  our  hands. 
We  did  our  best  with  a  splendid  result.  He  is  well  known  by  the  Sul- 
tan, and  the  day  following  his  discharge  he  was  called  to  the  palace 
and  ask^d  to  tell  all  about  the  operation.  The  operation  is  attracting 
much  attention,  especially  so  because  a  friend  of  the  patient's  went  to  a 
native  "hakim"  who  claimed  he  could  do  the  operation.  He  was  oper- 
ated on  the  same  day  with  the  result  that  he  lost  what  little  sight  he  had. 

The  Compounder  shown  in  the  picture  [on  the  cover]  is  a  con- 
vert from  Mohammedanism  in  Afghanistan,  who  was  trained  in  an 
English  Mission  Hospital  in  North  India  and  came  to  me  a  few  months 
ago.  He  has  made  wonderful  progress  in  Arabic  and  is  a  most  con- 
secrated Christian. 

He  is  really  a  missionary  himself,  having  left  his  family  behind 
and  come  to  this  strange  and  desolate  country  and  work  in  the  land  of 
the  Prophet,  whom  he  once  revered  and  now  knows  to  be  false. 

We  need  another  assistant  badly,  so  his  brother,  who  has  been 
partly  trained  in  the  same  hospital,  is  expected  by  next  boat  to  assist 
us  as  dresser.  I  wish  we  could  still  find  a  competent  woman  to  assist 
with  the  female  patients,  especially  so  as  my  wife  has  not  been  able  to 
help  with  them  since  her  long  siege  of  low  fever. 

We  have  already  booked  our  passage  as  far  as  Genoa,  which  place 
we  expect  to  reach  April  next,  and  then  we  shall  soon  be  at  home 
where  we  can  tell  you  the  rest  of  the  story. 

S.  J.  Thoms. 
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The  Use  of  Amulets  Among  Moslems. 

One  of  the  real  hindrances  to  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  and  to 
simple  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  among  jMoslems  is  the  burden  of  groveling 
superstition  which  rests  upon  so  many  hearts.  The  widespread  illiter- 
acy of  the  ^Moslem  world,  including  from  eighty  to  ninety  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  population,  is  a  constant  stimulus  to  all  forms  of  childish 
credulity.  One  of  the  most  common  forms  of  superstition  is  the  use  of 
amulets,  called  in  Arabic  Hama'  II,  Ta'  JVidh,  Hijah  or  Azeemah. 

The  use  of  amulets  is  almost  universal  in  the  Moslem  world  from 
Sierra  Leone  to  Java,  and  men  of  intelligence  and  education  in  Turkey 
and  Egypt  are  still  often  the  slaves  to  this  custom,  which,  doubtless, 
like  so  many  other  things  in  Islam,  was  borrowed  from  Judaism.  Yet 


'^By  coin-fesy  of  Flei7iing  H.  Revell  Co.\ 

A  MOTHER  AND  HER  DAUGHTER  FROM  TUNIS,  WEARING  SIX  AMULETS 
TO  PROTECT  HER  CHILD  AND  HERSELF. 
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the  words  talisman  and  amulet  are  both  derived  from  the  Arabic  lan- 
guage. 

All  sorts  of  things  are  used  as  amulets  in  Arabia,  and  their  use 
is  justified  by  the  saying  of  Mohammed  himself  (Mishkat,  21:1): 
"There  is  no  wrong  in  using  charms  and  spells  so  long  as  you  do  not 
associate  anything  with  God."  The  most  common  things  used  as  amu- 
lets are  a  small  Koran  suspended  in  a  silver  case ;  words  from  the 
Koran  written  on  paper  and  carried  in  a  leather  receptacle ;  the  names 
of  Allah  or  their  numerical  value;  the  names  of  Mohammed  and  his 
companions ;  precious  stones  with  or  without  inscriptions ;  beads ;  old 
coins ;  clay  images ;  the  teeth  of  wild  animals ;  holy  earth  from  Mecca 
or  Kerbela  in  the  shape  of  tiny  bricks,  or  in  small  bags.  When  the 
Kaaba  covering  at  Mecca  is  taken  down  each  year  and  renewed  the  old 
cloth  is  cut  up  into  small  pieces  and  sold  for  charms. 

The  women  in  Mecca  use  an  amulet  of  special  power  called  "Mish- 
kash,"  which  is,  supposed  to  exercise  its  virtue  for  the  increase  of  the 
family.  The  "]\Iishkash"  is  really  a  copy  of  an  old  Venetian  coin,  rep- 
resenting the  Duke  of  Venice  kneeling  before  St.  Mark  on  the  one  side, 
and  on  the  other  side  is  the  image  of  Christ  surrounded  by  stars.  Of 
course  the  women  themselves  are  in  total  ignorance  of  the  inscription 
on  the  coin  and  of  its  Christian  character. 

Amulets  and  charms  are  worn  not  only  by  the  Arabs  themselves 
and  to  protect  their  children  from  the  evil  eye,  but  are  put  over  the 
doors  of  their  dwellings  and  even  on  camels,  donkeys,  horses,  fishing 
boats in  fact,  anywhere,  to  ward  ofif  danger  or  death. 

According  to  the  principles  of  Islam  only  verses  from  the  Koran 
should  be  used,  but  the  door  of  superstition  once  being  set  ajar  by 
Mohammed  himself,  as  we  know  from  the  story  of  his  life,  it  is  now^ 
wide  open.  The  chapters  from  the  Koran  which  are  most  often  selected 
for  use  as  amulets  and  put  in  the  little  cases  shown  in  the  picture  are 
Surahs  i,  vi,  xviii,  xxxvi,  xliv,  Iv,  Ixvii,  and  Ixxviii.  There  are  five 
verses  in  the  Koran  called  the  verses  of  protection,  ''Ayat-cl-Hifdh/' 
which  are  most  powerful  to  defend  from  evil.  They  read  as  f ollow^s : 
''The  preservation  of  heaven  and  earth  is  no  burden  unto  Him" ;  "God 
is  the  best  protector" ;  ''They  guard  him  by  the  command  of  God" ; 
'AVe  guard  him  from  every  stoned  devil" ;  "A  protection  from  every 
rebellious  devil."  These  verses  are  written  with  great  care  and  with  a 
special  kind  of  ink  by  those  who  deal  in  amulets,  and  are  then  sold  for 
a  good  price  to  Aloslem  women  and  children.  The  ink  used  for  writ- 
ing amulets  is  saffron  water,  rose  water,  orange  water,  the  juice  of 
onions,  water  from  the  sacred  well  of  Zem  Zem,  and  sometimes  even 
human  blood.  It  is  very  important  that  the  one  who  w^rites  the  amulet 
be  a  holy  man  in  the  Moslem  sense  of.  that  word.    We  are  told  in 
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Arabic  books  on  the  subject,  and  these  books  are  printed  by  the  thou- 
sands, e.  g.,  "The  diet  of  the  one  who  prepares  charms  depends  on  the 
kind  of  names  of  God  which  he  intends  to  write  or  recite.  If  they  are 
the  terrible  attributes  of  Allah,  then  he  must  refrain  from  the  use  of 
meat,  fish,  eggs,  honey,  and  musk.  If  they  are  His  amiable  attributes, 
he  must  abstain  from  butter,  curds,  vinegar,  salt,  and  ambergris." 

There  is  a  whole  science  of  amulets,  exorcism,  and  Moslem  witch- 
craft.   One  of  the  learned  men  of  Bahrein  some  years  ago  gave  me 


[By  courtesy  of  Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.] 

EVERYDAY  OBJECTS  IN  MOSLEM  HOME-LIFE. 
Two  water-jars  ;  a  water-pipe  ;  prayer-beads  ;  ornamental  cups 
and  boxes  for  jewelry.    The  circle  of  various  shaped  amulets  is 
shown  on  the  upper  right  hand  corner  of  the  picture. 

the  standard  work  on  the  subject,  which  has  run  to  many  editions.  It 
is  by  Abu-Abbas  Al-Couni.  There  are  many  traces  of  Christian 
influence  in  the  later  development  of  Alohammedanism,  and  the  use  of 
the  cross  as  a  symbol  to  ward  off  evil  is  one  of  them. 

Among  the  Shiah  Moslems,  whom  we  meet  everywhere  in  East 
Arabia,  the  most  common  amulet  is  called  Nadi-Ali.  It  consists  gen- 
erally of  a  lead  or  silver  plate  with  little  bells  at  the  bottom,  inscribed 
with  these  words : 


9 


Cry  aloud  to  Ali ;  he  is  the  possessor  of  wonders. 
From  him  you  will  find  help  from  trouble. 
He  takes  away  very  quickly  all  grief  and  anxiety 
By  the  mission  of  Mohammed  and  his  own  sanctity. 

There  are  innumerable  cases  where  such  amulets  are  used  for  the 
cure  of  disease.  The  native  doctors  firmly  believe  that  when  every 
other  remedy  fails  the  book  of  Allah,  if  properly  administered,  inter- 
nally or  externally,  will  drive  away  pain  and  cure  the  patient. 

We  must  not  think  that  this  belief  in  the  power  of  talismans  and 
amulets  is  a  thing  of  the  past.  From  one  end  of  the  Moslem  world 
to  the  other,  there  is  still  unquestioning  faith  in  the  power  of  such 
religious  magic.  Prof.  MacDonald  in  his  recent  book.  The  Religious 
Attitude  and  Life  in  Islam,  says: 

"Scattered  among  the  educated  classes,  it  is  true,  you  will  meet  a 
good  deal  of  absolute  Voltairean  unbelief,  but  even  these  individuals 
are  liable  to  set  back  at  any  time.  The  shell  that  separates  the  Oriental 
from  the  unseen  is  still  very  thin,  and  the  charms  or  amulet  of  the 
magician  may  easily  break  it.  The  world  of  the  Arabian  Nights  is  still 
his  world,  and  these  stories  for  him  are  not  tales  from  wonderland,  but 
are,  rather,  to  be  compared  to  our  stories  of  the  wonders  and  possi- 
bilities of  science,  such  as  M.  Jules  Verne  used  to  write  and  which  we 
now  owe  to  Mr.  H.  G.  Wells." 

The  fact  is  that  ordinary  things  often  seem  very  extraordinary  to 
people  brought  up  in  ignorance,  as  are  the  Arabs,  and  so  many  of  the 
Moslems.  To  the  average  Moslem  the  game  which  children  play  of 
telling  a  person  to  take  a  number  and  perform  divers  operations  with 
it,  with  the  result  of  telling  one  his  age,  would  seem  to  involve  direct 
contact  with  the  spirit  world.  The  numerical  value  of  numbers  in  the 
Arabic  language  is  used  to  form  all  sorts  of  magic  squares,  and  this 
sort  of  hocus-pocus  passes  for  religious  learning  among  the  masses. 

The  traveling  dervishes  grow  rich  in  trading  upon  the  supersti- 
tion of  the  common  people,  and  it  is  strange  that  people  who  are  so 
credulous  to  believe  everything  connected  in  any  way  with  their  own 
prophet  and  book  should  be  unwilling  to  accept  the  testimony  of  the 
Gospel  and  believe  in  the  great  miracle  of  the  Incarnation. 

Fear  of  death  and  of  a  judgment  after  death  makes  them  all  their 
lifetime  subject  to  bondage.  We  must  pray  that  the  veil  of  ignorance 
may  be  removed  and  that  speedily  the  Name  which  is  above  every  name 
may  so  rule  in  the  hearts  of  men,  women  and  children  that  all  other 
names  shall  lose  their  power. 

The  hospitals  and  the  book-shops  of  our  Arabian  Mission  will 
doubtless  in  time  drive  out  the  use  of  amulets  in  East  Arabia,  and  the 
march  of  civilization,  with  its  modern  scientific  miracles  and  spirit  of 
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investigation,  is  also  a  means  to  that  end.  Nevertheless,  I  have  known 
of  cases  where  printed  Arabic  gospels  w-ere  bought  to  be  used  as  amu- 
lets and  where  patients  tried  to  rub  off  ink  from  the  printed  paper  used 
to  wrap  pow^ders  in  at  the  hospital  in  order  to  drink  the  solution  as  a 
remedy!  S.  M.  Zwemer. 

(Reprinted  from  T/w  C/irisiiaii  Herald.^ 


Abdul  Messieh  —  In  Memoriam* 

On  September  fifteenth  we  laid  to  rest  in  our  little  Christian  ceme- 
tery the  remains  of  a  man  who  was  born  a  Moslem,  but  who  lived  and 
died  a  Christian.  His  name  w^as  Abdul  Messieh,  i.  e.,  Servant  of  Christ, 
which  name  was  given  him  at  his  own  request,  and  was  in  itself  a  tes- 
timony to  his  faith  in  Christ.  But  more  valuable  than  this  outward 
confession  were  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  that  so  abundantly  showed  them- 
selves in/  his  life  and  character.  He  was  a  man  without  an  enemy,  as 
he  showed  love  toward  all  and  malice  toward  none.  A  faithful  ser- 
vant, a  loyal  friend,  a  trusted  companion,  he  adorned  his  confession  by 
a  beautiful  and  manly  character.  During  the  year  and  a  half  in  wdiich 
I  came  in  touch  with  him  I  have  never  heard  him  speak  a  word  or  do  a 
deed  that  would  not  adorn  a  Christian  character  at  home.  And  this 
means  the  more  in  his  case  as  his  opportunities  for  spiritual  growth 
w^re  less.  Born  among  an  Arab  tribe  up  in  the  river  country,  in  an 
environment  thoroughly  heathen  and  wacked,  he  started  life  at  a  great 
disadvantage.  He  early  developed  a  desire  for  trade  and  travel,  often 
making  good  money  in  trade,  but  spending  it  as  often  in  travel,  and 
also  losing  much  in  gambling.  But  with  it  all  he  had  a  spiritual  side 
to  his  character,  w'hich  kept  him  from  losing  his  life  altogether,  and 
w^hich,  in  the  providence  of  God,  brought  him  into  contact  w^ith  the 
missionaries  and  their  message.  The  manner  and  the  result  of  his  con- 
tact wath  the  missionaries  may  be  gathered  from  the  follow^ing  letter 
by  Mr.  Moerdyk : 

''Abdul  Messieh  came  to  us  first  in  Muscat  in  1903.  He  w^as  then 
in  town  on  business  for  the  Sheikh  of  Kuweit  in  purchasing  and  deliv- 
ering guns  and  ammunition.  He  came  to  my  house  and  to  that  of  the 
colporteurs  w^ith  the  purpose  of  asking  about  the  Truth.  He  told  me 
that  he  had  been  a  Sunni,  Shea,  Wahabi,  and  Babi  in  turn  in  his  search 
for  Truth  and  rest,  which  he  could  not  find.  He  had  visited  all  of  the 
principal  shrines  and  had  also  been  to  Accha,  the  shrine  of  the  Babis, 
to  get  peace.  He  had  read  many  controversial  books  of  the  Christians, 
and  some  in  the  Bible,  and  felt  that  the  Christians  had  the  truth  to 
give  him.  During  his  stay  he  came  regularly  to  prayers  and  services, 
and  in  the  evening  came  to  read  and  talk  about  the  Truth.    After  his 
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departure  he  left  the  employ  of  the  Sheikh,  visited  at  liusrah  and 
Bagdad,  and  then  returned  to  Kuweit,  where  he  opened  a  shop.  Here 
he  remained  for  a  period  of  about  two  years,  lie  did  not  proclaim 
himself  a  Christian,  but  continued  as  such  in  secret.  Whoever  of  our 
people  called  there  always  visited  him,  and  his  testimony  was  always 
true  and  strong.  About  this  time  the  Sheikh  must  have  learned  about 
his  being  a  Christian  and  not  taking  part  hi  Moslem  worship,  for  he 
was  suddenly  seized  and  sent  away  by  the  Sheikh's  orders  in  a  ship 
which  went  all  the  way  to  Zanzibar.  From  there  he  worked  his  way 
slowly  back  to  the  Gulf.  He  was  on  his  way  to  Busrah  or  ]\loham- 
merah  when  he  stopped  off  at  Bahrein  and  was  persuaded  to  settle 
down  here.  His  first  year  was  successful  as  far  as  a  living  went,  and 
especially  so  far  as  his  Christian  life  was  concerned.  He  was  honest 
and  careful  in  his  Hfe,  and  diligent  in  the  study  of  God's  Word.  He 
had  a  very  good  general  knowledge  of  the  Bible.  He  did  a  good  deal 
of  reading  when  alone  in  Kuweit,  and  his  coming  among  Christian 
brethren  helped  him  to  understand  what  he  had  read." 

Till  the  day  of  his  illness  he  continued  to  read  and  to  study  his 
Bible,  and  his  prayers  were  models  of  simplicity  and  childlike  trust. 
He  was  often  found  reading  and  recommending  the  Bible  to  others, 
and,  since  his  death,  one  of  his  companions  has  expressed  his  desire  of 
walking  in  the  way  that  Abdul  ]\lessieh  had  walked.  He  did  not  make 
a  business  of  proclaiming  his  faith  from  the  housetops,  as  he  was  of  a 
quiet  and  unassuming  disposition.  But  he  did  not  fear  to  confess  when 
occasion  called  for  it,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  before  one  of 
the  highest  tribunals  in  this  land  he  appeared  under  his  new-  name  of 
Abdul  -\Iessieh.  His  steadfastness  in  the  faith  is  probably  nowhere 
better  shown  than  in  his  continually  refusing  the  offers  of  his  relatives 
to  pay  all  his  indebtedness  if  he  would  only  come  back  to  his  old  relig- 
ion. He  forsook  all  and  followed  Christ.  For  reasons  beyond  his  con- 
trol his  business  failed,  and  he  unhesitatingly  accepted  a  position  where 
he  had  to  do  much  menial  work,  a  position  that  an  unconverted  Arab 
of  his  rank  would  consider  much  more  disgraceful  than  begging.  He 
not  only  accepted  the  position,  but  glorified  his  Master  in  his  service, 
proving  himself  to  be  a  faithful  servant  under  all  circumstances.  He 
so  won  his  way  into  our  hearts  that,  at  his  death,  we  felt  that  we  had 
been  bereaved  of  one  of  our  nearest  and  dearest  friends.  Why  he  had 
to  go  we  cannot  understand,  but  we  know^  that  his  life  has  been  a  bless- 
ing and  he,  though  dead,  yet  speaketh.  His  lonely  grave  in  our  ceme- 
tery miay  well  bear  the  inscription :  Here  lies  Abdul  Messieh,  whose 
life  and  death  testify  to  the  power  of  God's  grace  to  save  sinners,  even 
^Moslems. 

D.  Dykstra. 
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Difficulties  without  Discouragement. 

BAHREIN  NOTES. 

Some  months  ago  two  helpers  were  sent  to  the  Oman  coast  to 
visit  the  towns  of  that  district  with  Scriptures  for  sale  and  for  dis- 
tribution, and  with  instructions  to  use  the  time  and  opportunities  dur- 
ing their  stay  in  preaching'the  Gospel.  Several  years  ago  missionaries 
visited  this  district  and  sometiems  lived  there  for  a  few  months  at  ^ 
time  without  any  apparent  trouble,  being  welcomed  and  received 
by  almost  all  the  Arabs  upon  whom  they  called.  The  doctors,  too,  have 
visited  there  and  were  always  received  gladly  and  even  at  times  asked 
to  come  and  make  that  district  their  permanent  abode.  But  at  the 
time  of  the  visit  above  named  everything  seemed  to  be  different.  The 
men  were  set  upon  almost  from  the  first  and  were  opposed  from  every 
quarter.  They  stayed  on  for  a  few  weeks  but  things  did  not  seem  to 
improve,  and  at  the  last  they  were  practically  obliged  to  leave  the  dis- 
trict. In  one  of  the  towns  where  they  first  landed  there  seemed  to  have 
been  a  change  in  the  person  of  the  kathi,  or  prominent  religious  leader 
of  the  people,  and  this  man  was  of  the  fanatical  kind,  who  with  great 
zeal  came  down  upon  the  man  accompanied  by  his  retainers,  who  had 
probably  reported  the  arrival  and  work  of  the  men,  and  demanded  to 
know  their  business.  He  condemned  their  books  and  the  people  of  the 
Book,  and  publicly  prohibited  their  selling  or  producing  the  Book  in 
the  town.  Although  not  the  real  ruler  in  the  place  he  openly  defied  the 
authority  of  his  superior  to  allow  anything  contrary  to  his  dictate  in 
this  matter.  The  helpers  then  proceeded  to  a  neighboring  town,  but 
the  kathi  sent  out  his  men  to  this  town  also  to  announce  the  business 
of  the  travelers  and  to  condemn  their  Book  and  their  work.  The  result 
w^as  that  at  this  place  they  were  met  by  a  slave-servant  of  the  ruler  of 
the  town  and  taken  to  meet  the  complaint  made  by  the  religious 
enthusiasts  that  they  brought  with  them  a  Book  which  taught  thmgs 
contrary  to  their  religion  and  which  was  forbidden  by  their  own  holy 
book.  Our  helpers  then  succeeded  in  renting  a  shop  which  was  to  be 
their  house  while  they  were  in  the  town.  Of  course,  the  people  of 
the  place  would  come  and  visit  them,  and  then  was  their  opportunity 
to  bring  out  the  Scriptures  when  many  listened  to  the  reading  of  por- 
tions, although  not  many  could  be  persuaded  to  accept  a  copy  for  their 
own  use.  But  every  opportunity  of  taking  the  Scriptures  with  them 
in  their  visits  in  the  town  or  in  their  hands  on  the  streets  was  denied 
them.  They  did  not  think  it  wise  to  visit  any  more  towns  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  people  of  those  parts  seemed  determined  to  oppose  them 
wherever  they  went  and  to  frustrate  all  their  efl:'orts  to  place  the  Scrip- 
tures. 
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Sometime  after  the  helpers  had  returned  to  the  station  and  had 
l)usied  themselves  in  visiting  the  towns  of  the  islands  as  is  their  cus- 
tom while  on  duty  here,  it  happened  one  day  that  one  of  them  returned 
to  the  missionary  with  an  account  of  what  seemed  at  the  time  a  deter- 
mined efifort  to  persecute  in  the  neighboring  town  on  the  second  larg- 
■€St  island  of  this  group.  His  visits  thither  had  been  quite  regular  every 
week  and  he  had  reported  very  encouraging  conversations  and  oppor- 
tunities to  witness  among  the  men  in  the  bazaar  and  in  their  coftee- 
sliops.  He  had  also  placed  quite  a  few  Scriptures  among  the  people  of 
that  place.  But  this  particular  day  they  all  seemed  to  combine  to 
■oppose  him  and  to  condemn  his  Books.  They  set  upon  him  while  he 
was  seated  in  the  doorway  of  one  of  the  shops  talking  with  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  place.  They  attacked  him  in  language  which  even  those 
standing  by  and'  listening  rebuked,  and  the  proprietor  of  the  shop  was 
almost  included  in  the  quarrel  because  he  took  up  the  case  of  the  col- 
porteur defending  his  speech  and  behavior.  But  when  the  mob  noticed 
that  their  attempt  was  not  successful,  as  they  had  expected,  they  laid 
hands  on  the  man  and  thrust  him  forth  out  of  the  town,  threatening 
liim  with  the  judgment  and  punishment  of  the  ruler  of  the  islands. 

The  above  reference  to  two  successive  attempts  to  cast  us  out  from 
their  towns  would  almost  seem  as  if  the  old  spirit  of  opposition  and 
violence  had  again  taken  hold  upon  the  people,  and  that  we  should 
he  prohibited  from  visiting  where  once  the  Gospel  has  entered.  But 
it  is  not  all  so  bad  as  it  seems  at  first  thought.  ]\Ien  from  the  Oman 
•coast  who  met  our  helpers  when  they  were  there  for  the  few  weeks  in 
which  they  were  badly  treated,  have  since  come  to  the  station  and  have 
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of  their  own  accord  sought  out  the  Bible-shop  to  purchase  books  and 
have  also  carried  with  them  Scriptures.  The  helper  who  was  in  charge 
of  the  shop  at  the  time  happened  to  be  one  of  those  who  had  been 
thrust  out  from  the  district  referred  to,  and  now  had  his  opportunity 
to  witness  and  speak  to  them  of  better  things.  After  a  few  weeks, 
when  the  colporteur  was  instructed  not  to  visit  the  neighboring  island, 
another  has  gone  there  and  has  been  graciously  received,  so  that  we 
are  now  able  as  before  to  visit  the  town  and  talk  to  the  people  in  the 
shops.  And  there  is  this  which  is  encouraging  in  these  little  events, 
viz.,  that  it  is  a  fairly  sure  proof  that  some  of  the  Books  which  had 
been  placed  there  were  read  and  re-read  by  the  people,  and  that  some 
of  the  Gospel  work  which  has  been  done  there  in  the  past  has  not  been 
without  result.  We  witness  and  some  are  beginning  to  give  us  their 
attention. 

Early  in  the  year  we  rented  a  Bible-shop  in  a  new  neighborhood 
in  the  bazaar.  The  shop  in  the  old  location  was  beginning  to  be  mis- 
used by  the  Arab  pearl  merchants,  and,  partly  through  neglect  of  the 
shopkeeper,  was  fast  becoming  a  rendezvous  for  the  merchants  and 
their  customers  to  spend  hours  of  each  day  to  talk  over  the  prices  and 
sales  of  pearls.  Alany  a  bargain  w-as  concluded  right  there.  This 
became  so  bad  that  it  was  no  longer  an  opportunity  for  the  shop- 
keeper to  lead  the  conversation  but,  instead,  the  merchants  took  aw^ay 
from  him  the  right  to  use  his  time.  The  new  shop  is  at  the  head  of  a 
new  line  of  shops  of  a  newly-built  bazaar  leading  from  the  first  road 
in  the  bazaar  to  the  sea  where  the  people  embark  to  take  ferries  for 
the  adjacent  island.  At  first  we  were  rather  doubtful  as  to  the  locality, 
for  very  few^  of  the  shops  had  as  yet  been  rented  and  there  was  not 
much  business  transacted  there ;  but  we  think  that  now^  everything  has 
improved  and  that  we  have  a  favorable  position.  The  number  of  peo- 
ple passing  that  w^ay  for  the  ferries  is  constantly  growing  larger  and 
they  are  a  class  of  people  we  would  not  be  likely  to  get  in  the  old  loca- 
tion. Moreover,  more  of  the  shops  have  been  rented  and  w-e  hope  that 
very  soon  the  bazaar  may  become  as  busy  as  in  the  other  locations.  At 
first  the  attendance  of  callers  at  the  shop  was  perceptibly  smaller,  but 
the  numbers  have  constantly  grown  larger,  and  more  of  those  call 
now  who  never  ventured  near  before.  So  that,  in  a  sense,  we  have 
changed  our  center  but  have  gone  where  before  there  was  no  preaching 
in  any  sense  of  the  word. 

Men  come  and  go,  and  strangely  enough  the  nien  whom  we  seem 
to  get  nearest  to  are  those  w^ho  do  not  belong  here  at  all,  but  come 
from  other  parts  and  happen  through  here  only  on  business  or  by  some 
mistake,  only  staying  for  a  little  while  and  then  returning  to  their  own 
towns  or  proceeding  to  other  places  in  their  wanderings.    Some  of 
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these  seem  to  become  ver}-  much  interested,  but  very  few  of  them 
return  to  us  or  send  us  word  about  themselves,  so  that  we  ahiiost  feel 
as  if  they  were  lost  as  soon  as  they  leave  here.  One  man  who  had 
before  been  in  the  hospital,  and  since  for  months  lived  among  the  Arabs 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  island,  came  to  town  and  remained  for 
almost  a  month.  He  came  to  prayers  quite  regularly  and  always 
attended  the  Sunday  services.  For  several  weeks  he  had  come  for  his 
weekly  lesson  as  well,  with  another  of  our  Christians  who  came  to 
receive  and  to  give  from  the  Book.  The  man  made  excellent  progress 
in  understanding  as  well  as  in  simple  lessons  of  questions  and 
answers.  But  very  suddenly  he  made  up  his  mind  that  he  could  not 
earn  a  living  here  and  must  go  elsewhere.  He  took  with  him  portions 
of  Scripture  and  a  few  pamphlets,  for  which  he  asked  of  his  own 
accord,  and,  although  he  could  not  read  himself,  he  said  that  he  would 
persuade  others  to  read  to  him.  He  purposed  returning  here  again  in 
a  few  months,  when  he  would  call,  but  up  to  the  present  he  has  not 
returned,  to  our  knowledge. 

Others  have  come  and  asked  for  instruction,  but  these  have  not 
been  so  promising  and  did  not  seem  to  be  in  such  earnest  about  their 
search  for  Truth.  They,  too,  have  gone  and  have  not  been  heard  from 
since.  We  can  only  feel  that  we  have  had  at  least  the  opportunity  to 
witness,  which  witness  we  pray  may  be  carried  by  them  to  other  parts 
where  we  could  not  go  ourselves. 

James  E.  Moerdyk. 
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